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Progression routes and pathways for session 2022-23 

This booklet provides information on progression routes and pathways for pupils as they move into 

and through the final year of the BGE (S3) and then onto the Senior Phase (S4-6) and beyond.  More 

detailed information on Individual courses and qualifications can be found in the full course choice 

booklet which is located on the school website. 

 

S3: The final year of the Broad General Education and 

transition into the Senior Phase 

The curriculum in Scotland is divided into two phases: the Broad General Education (BGE) and the 

Senior Phase. The Broad General Education continues to the end of S3 and is designed to provide 

breadth and depth of learning. In S1 and 2 almost all pupils follow a core curriculum linked to 8 

curricular areas. These are; 

• Languages  

• Mathematics 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Sciences 

• Social Studies 

• Technologies 

• Expressive arts 

• Religious and moral education. 

S3 allows pupils a degree of specialisation within the framework of the 8 curricular areas. This 

provides an opportunity for your child to deepen learning by selecting specific subjects within this 

framework. This specialisation may be linked to interest and enjoyment as well as future plans and 

career aspirations. S3 provides a transition into the Senior Phase (S4-6)  

Most pupils who take a subject in S4 will likely pick that subject in S3 to provide progression and 

continuity. It is possible, though not usual, for pupils to take a subject in S4 that has not been 

studied in S3 as pupils are not choosing actual courses until they move into S4. Pupils who do so may 

have settled on a specific career plan or changed their initial intentions.  

To reflect national policy our course choice form is structure around these 8 curricular areas. All 

pupils will normally take the following core subjects: 

• English  

• Mathematics  

• Modern Languages 

• RE 

• PE  

• PSE 
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In addition, pupils will choose a subject from each of the following curricular areas: 

• Science 

• Social Studies  

• Expressive Arts  

• Technologies 

Pupils can also select an additional ‘free choice’ subject. For example, an additional technologies 

subject etc.  

Progression and Breadth 

One of the factors worth considering carefully when deciding on subjects for S3 will be implications 

for progression into S4-6.  Appendix 1 contains examples of progression routes from S3 and then 

into S4 to S6. Please note that these can change due to issues such as staffing and the level of 

provision by partners through the Senior Phase agreement between Dundee City Council and D&A 

College. 

These illustrate some of the main routes and pathways for pupils though there is a degree of 

flexibility dependant on the nature of the subject and qualifications already obtained.  For example, 

pupils in S6 may opt to ‘crash’ a Higher in a subject they have previously not studied. It may also be 

possible for pupils to take more than one option in a particular pathway dependant on the course 

choice form. 

Pupils in S4-6 have the opportunity to take wide range of qualifications ranging from National 3/4/5, 

Highers, Advanced Highers, National Progression Awards (NPAs), National Certificates (NCs), Higher 

National Certificates (HNCs), Foundation Apprenticeships and industry standard certifications. How 

these different qualifications relate to each other can be found in the Scottish Certification and 

Qualification Framework (Appendix 2)  

Thinking ahead and planning prior to subject choice in S3 

As part of their S3 subject choice preparations students at Grove should consider longer-term plans 

or implications of their subject choices. For example, if a student has not settled on a career 

pathway then it may be more appropriate to maintain a balanced range of subjects. On the other 

hand, if such a pathway has already been identified, a very specific combination of subjects may be 

more appropriate. However, if career plans change significantly then students may find progression 

routes and pathways can potentially be constrained by earlier choices. There may be situations that 

arise where a very specific career plan does not fit in to the choices based around the 8 curricular 

areas. If this is the case the implications of this should be discussed with your child’s guidance 

teacher. It may be possible to accommodate choices out with this framework due to flexibility we 

may have when constructing the school timetable for next year. 

Please use the Thinking Ahead sheets (Appendix 4) to consider possible pathways for your child as 

part of the preparation for their S3 subject choices prior to the deadline for the return of the subject 

choice forms. The information in on subject pathways can be found in Appendix 1. 

The My World of Work website also contains useful information that can be found via the following 

link: 

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/ 

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/


3 

Masterclass 

In S3 pupils also have a time allocated for masterclass options. This provides curriculum enrichment, 

development of skills and preparation for some options available in the Senior Phase that pupils 

might not have had any previous experience in. 

During the last session these included: 

• Fundamentals of Cyber Security 

• Hospitality 

• Touch Typing 

• Scots Language/Scottish Studies 

• Plumbing and Electrical trades 

• Introduction to Italian  

• Dundee FC project 

• Introduction to Mandarin 

• Abertay 25 Project 

• Employability skills  

The final range of options for the coming session will be determined by factors such as staff 

availability. 

 

 

Why might my child not get all their choices? 

Although we will be able to meet the subject requests from the vast majority of pupils, there may be 

situations when your child does not get their full range of choices.  This can be down to a number 

of factors such as: 

• Lack of subject uptake which means the class is not viable.  

• There may be too many pupil’s choosing a subject given the number of classes we can staff. 

If this situation arises the relevant Head of Department will be consulted on final class lists. 

• School staffing may not allow, or limit the scope for, providing some subjects. 

• There may be a clash between two subjects that are only available in the same slot on the 

school timetable. 

As in previous years, we require all pupils to make reserve choices. If we cannot meet the requests 

for all a child’s subjects, we will use reserve choices.  Your child’s Guidance Teacher will re-interview 

your child if it has not been possible to allocate a reserve or if more than 1 request cannot be met.  

There are also a limited number of places for the Personal Development options, given the nature of 

these courses. If there are more pupils who wish to take these options than there are places, then 

pupils may have to undergo a selection process in order to participate. 
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Key dates 

Initial information posted on website   w/b 20th December, 2021  

Distribution of Subject Choice Forms   Friday 7th January, 2022 

Distribution of Progression Pathways booklet  Friday 7th January, 2022 

S2 Parents Night     Tuesday 11th January, 2022 

Deadline for return of forms     Friday 21st January, 2021 
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Appendix 1- Pathways and Progression Routes 
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Appendix 2- SCQF Framework 
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Appendix 3- Illustrations of course combinations. 

(please note these are provided for illustration only as there can be a number of suitable combinations of 

subjects – see Thinking Ahead section) 
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Career Choice 
 

Creative Industries 

 

S4 
English Maths Music  Art 

Computing  

Dual NPA  

Business 

Management 

Biology 

N4/5 N4/5 N4/5 N4/5 NPA level 
5 

N5 N5 

    

 

S5 
English Music Art 

Computer 

Games 

Design  

Foundation 

Apprenticeship  

Creative & Digital Media  

N5/H N5/H N5/H NPA 6 Year 1 

Wellbeing 

Elective- 

Advertising 

Photography 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S6 

Creative 

Industries  

Foundation 

Apprenticeship  

Creative & 

Digital Media 

English  Drama  

 

NC 6 Year 2 H/AH H 

Wellbeing Elective- Work 

Experience 

 Participation in wider life 
of school eg prefects, 

school committees etc to 
enhance personal 

statement 
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Career Choice 
 

Engineering 

 

S4 
English Maths 

Engineering 

Science 
Physics 

Social 

Subject 

Design & 

Manufacture 

PE 

N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 

    

 

S5 
English Maths 

Engineering 

Science 
Physics 

Foundation 

Apprenticeship 

Engineering or Civil 

Engineering 

H H H H Year1 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S6 

Social 

subject 
Maths Physics 

Advanced 

Engineering 

Program 

Foundation 

Apprenticeship 

Engineering or Civil 

Engineering H AH AH  

Participation in 
wider life of 

school ie 
prefects, school 
committees etc 

to enhance 
personal 

statement 

 

Year 2  
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Career Choice 
 

Tourism and Hospitality 

 

S4 
English Maths 

Modern 

Language 

Health & 

Food 

Technology 

Geography 
Business 

Management 

Biology 

N4/5 N4/5 N4/5 N4/5 N4/ 5 N5 N5 

    

 

S5 
English Maths Hospitality 

Health & 

Food 

Technology 

Foundation 

Apprenticeship 

Food and Drink 

Manufacturing 

N5/H N5/H Level 5 N5/H Level 6 

Wellbeing 

Electives- RIHAS, 

Cookery, Barista 

Training  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S6 

Modern 

Language 

Travel 

& 

Tourism  

Foundation 

Apprenticeship 

Food and 

Drink 

Manufacturing 

Geography  

 

N5/H N5 Level 6 N5/H 

Wellbeing Elective- 

Work Experience  

 Participation in wider life 
of school ie prefects, 

school committees etc to 
enhance personal 

statement 
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Career Choice 
 

Medicine/Dentistry/Science 

 

S4 
English Maths 

1 

Science 

2 

Science 

Social 

Subject 

Business 

Management 

Music 

N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 

PSE Mental 

Health Award 

level 4 

 

 

 

 

S5 
English Maths 

1 

Science 

2 

Science 
Social Subject 

H H H H H 

Wellbeing 

Elective- Mental 

Health Award 

level 5 

  

 

 

 

 

  

S6 

Science 

Bacc 
Maths 

1 

Science 

3 

Science 

 

Level 7 AH AH H 

Wellbeing 

Elective- 

Baccalaureate 

Support 

 Participation in wider life 
of school ie prefects, 

school committees etc to 
enhance personal 

statement 
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Career Choice 
 

Sport/Leisure 

 

S4 
English Maths Biology PE 

Social 

Subject 

Business 

Management 

Music 

Technology 

N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 N5 

    

 

S5 
English Maths biology PE Coaching Academy 

H H H H  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S6 

Business 

Management 
Chemistry 

Social 

Subject 

Fitness 

Industry 

Training 

Program 

 

H H H Level 6 

Wellbeing Elective- Sports 

Ambassador 

 Participation in wider life 
of school ie prefects, 

school committees etc to 
enhance personal 

statement 
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Appendix 4 – Thinking Ahead planning sheet 
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Appendix 5 

Example of completed S2-S3 Course Choice Request Form 
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